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Press release                                                                                                               Praha,  8 . 5. 2013
Anifilm 2013 has its winners 

The fourth annual Anifilm International Festival of Animated Film is coming to a close, and the winners of the festival competitions have been announced. The main prize in the International Competition of Feature Films for Grown-ups went to director Chris Sullivan and his feature-length debut Consuming Spirits. The best film in the International Competition of Feature Films for Children is the French/Belgian co-production Day of the Crows (Le jour des corneilles) by director Jean-Christophe Dessaint. The winner in the International Competition of Short Films was the co-production Father by directors Ivan Bogdanov, Moritz Mayerhofer and Asparuh Petrov. The main prize in the Czech-Slovak Student Competition went to director Martin Máj for his film Alien (Cizinec). In addition to receiving a financial reward, the winners also get to take home Animorpha, an award made of crystal from the Morphe design studio. 

These are not the festival’s only prizes – two more awards were presented at the festival’s opening. The Lifetime Achievement Award went to artist Adolf Born, and the Artis Bohemiae Amicis prize (presented by the Czech minister of culture) went to animator and director Michaela Pavlátová. 

The winner in the category of feature films was chosen by a jury consisting of Amid Amidi (USA), Igor Passel (Slovenia) and Regina Pessoa (Portugal). The jury in the International Competition of Short Films and the Czech-Slovak Student Competition consisted of Alicija Jodko (Poland), Petr Koliha (Czech Republic) and Stefano Scapolan (Italy). 

Juror Petr Koliha says of the competition and the festival: “All in all, Anifilm has made a pleasant impression on me. It is improving in quality and is one of the country’s most inspirational festivals. I was impressed by the films’ style and technical quality. The students show an immense level of inventiveness in terms of combining styles and genres. The competition categories had a high level of quality and are a representative sample of top-quality contemporary international animation.” 

As the festival’s hectic pace is slowly winding down, we here offer some figures: the various films, professional forum and accompanying programmes were attended by nearly 21,000 viewers. The four competition sections presented sixty films, of which ten were feature films. The accompanying programmes presented another 230 films. The festival also offered more than twenty workshops, lectures and presentations.  

And what exactly could audiences see and hear in the festival’s various programmes? Among other things, this year’s festival explored the very beginnings of animation. Sylvie Saerens offered a look at the first attempts at animation in a lecture on her great-grandfather, Charles-Émile Reynaud. Her words were illustrated by an exhibition of unique instruments and surviving fragments of Reynaud’s works. The legendary film production company UPA (United Production of America), which changed the way we see animated film, was the subject of four film blocks, several lectures, and a panel discussion moderated by Amid Amidi and featuring Gene Deitch and Emily Hubley, among others. The section Animo TV presented the latest animated television series, and we celebrated the 60th anniversary of Czech Television with a block of children’s animated bedtime stories and several less well-known versions for adults. In Taking Stock, we presented six animated blockbusters from last 

year, including the Oscar-winning Brave, Tim Burton’s Frankenweenie, and Peter Lord’s Pirates. Exclusively for this year’s Anifilm, Peter Lord himself put together a block of films that have inspired and influenced his work. And director Borivoj Dovniković presented a selection of films by Zagreb Film – a production company that this year celebrates its 60th anniversary. 

This year marked the first Visegrad Animation Forum for animation professionals (organized in collaboration with the Association of Czech Animation). The forum, whose aim was to promote the development of animation in Central Europe, was attended by 150 foreign guests. 

Organized as part of a special programme, Game Day was dedicated to computer game animation from previously completed games as well as works in progress. Jakub Dvorský of Amanita Design put together and presented a block of independent games.   

More information at www.anifilm.cz. 

OVERVIEW OF WINNING FILMS AT ANIFILM 2013 

International Competition of Feature Films for Grown-ups: 

* Main prize: Consuming Spirits, USA, 2012, dir. Chris Sullivan 

* Special mention: It’s Such a Beautiful Day, 2012, USA, dir. Don Herztfeldt 

International Competition of Feature Films for Children: 

* Main prize: Day of the Crows (Le jour des corneilles), 2012, France / Belgium, dir. Jean-Christophe Dessaint 

International Competition of Short Films 

* Main prize: Father, 2012, Bulgaria/Croatia/Germany, dir. Ivan Bogdanov, Moritz Mayerhofer, Asparuh Petrov 

* Special mention: One Moment Please (Een Ogenblik Alstublieft…), 2011, Netherlands, dir. Maarten Koopman 

Czech-Slovak Student Competition 

* Main prize: Alien, 2013, Czech Republic, dir. Martin Máj 

* Special mention: Pandas, 2012, Czech Republic / Slovakia, dir. Matúš Vizár 



